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E.O. 11652: DECLASSIFY UPON RECEIPT 
TAGS: CASC, IN 

SUB J : HARCOS AND FLETHERTRIAL TO BEGIN SOON 
REF: NEW DELHI 0285 

1. AN MEA (AMERICAN DIVISION) OFFICIAL INFORMED THE EMBASSY 
JANUARY 23 THAT THE HOME MINISTRY HAD SANCTIONED A TRIAL OF 
HARCOS AND FLETCHER UNDER THE OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT. A CHECK 
WITH UNDERSECRETARY ASHOK GUPTA OF THE HOME MINISTRY REVEALED 
THAT THE DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN BY MINISTER UMA SHANKAR 
DIKSHIT, THE PREVIOUS WEEK, BUT THAT THE OFFICIAL SANCTION 

ORDER WOULD NOT GO FORWARD TO THE ESST BENGAL GOVERNMENT UNTIL 
THE WEEK OF JANUARY 28. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE TRIAL WILL 
TAKE PLACE IN CALCUTTA SOON THEREAFTER, AND GUPTA THOUGHT THAT 
THE TIRAL WOULD BE IN OPEN COURT. 

2. IF THE TRIAL SHOULD BEGIN IN THE FIRST HALF OF FEBRUARY, 

IT WOULD IMMEDIATELY PRECEDE ELECTIONS IN NEGALAND, MANIPUR, 
ORISSA ANDUTTAR PRADESH, AND PROCEEDINGS IN OPEN COURT MAY 
RAISE ISSUE OF AMERICAN "SPIES" OPERATING IN INDIA. 

3. FOR CALCUTTA: DEFENSE LAWYER DEUDHEWALA CALLED AT THE EMBASSY 
JANUARY 22. HIS INQUIRIES AT THE HOME MINISTRY DID NOT REVEAL 

THAT A DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN ON SANCTIONING THE TRIAL. 
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AS HE HAS NOW RETURNED TO CALCUTTA, SUGGEST YOU NOTIFY HIM OF 
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THE ABOVE AND SEE IF HE CAN OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION EITHER 
FROM THE HOME MINISTRY HERE OR FROM THE WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT. 

SCHNEIDER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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